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To the Mol Noble 


CHARLES 


Duke of GRAFTON,- 


Earl of Arlington and Euſton, Vic 
count Thetford and Ipſwich, Baron of Arlington, | 
and Sudbury ; Lord Chamberlain of His 
MajzsTy's Houſhold, One of the Lords 
of His nee moſt Honourable 7 
ak Garter Lad n. dale 2 
lorum of the N of Suffolk. N 


— it pleaſe aur Grace,” Cp 
=== W ou» not have preſumet to Ad- 
cd drefs You with this CRAZA OE (which 
1 delivered laſt Seſſions at Sd Ed 
2% und o- Bury, had L not. been well 
ſatisfied from many Experiences, that 
any 2 deſigned to promote the Execution of 
the beſt Laws in in the World, would be received 
A 2 | by 


(ir) 


by Your GR AOR with a greater Favour, than 


the Performance itſelf could claim any Merit to. 


Ir would not become me to mention to 
Your GRACE what Reception it met with at 


the Delivery; but I hope I may fay without 
6 it was not diſliked. 


A ds 1 eb in WG ubs it Publick, 
I inſtantly fixed upon Your GRACE for its 
Patron, 2 being the Lord- Lieutenant, and Cuſtos 
Rotulorum of the County,) and if Your GRACE 
will be pleaſed to afford it Vour Protection, I 
ſhall then give Myſelf no manner of Trouble as 
to what Cenſure UE CE Fac eee 


1 Court of | Seſſions *, (My Lond) i is a 
Court of great Antiquity and Uſe, being held 
four times a Vear, and if Jurors would be care- 


ful to preſent, what is (or at leaſt ſhould be) 


there given Them in Charge, there would be no 
Complaint againſt our Laws, which too oſten is 


made, when there only: wants a due Execution 
& them. - Rat 1 | 


1 


A Not 4 Tor upon the Bench. 


' » My Lord Coke calls it, hy beſt Form 4 Subordinate Govern» 
went in the World. | 


Fox 


(r) 


For my Part, as long as io © of 
ſerving my King and Country in the Commiſſion 
of the Peace, I will do all in my Power to pro- 
mote Loyalty to his Sacred. Majeſty, (our Moſt 


W. 


Gracious Sovereign Lord King GEORGE the: 


Second,) and to inforce a ſtrict Execution of the 


Laws. 


LOo VAL TV, and a Love of my Country, are 
what I always did, and will (whilſt I live) Profeſs. 
and Delight in, and as I have ſhewed them in: 
Times of Difhculty*, ſo I ſhall never be afraid tos 
Expreſs them; I am fure I ſhall ever have Your: 


7 3 3. 


ks. A a. AM... _— —— 2 — I — — * 


© Viz. A. D. 1711. which I may more properly call the Worſt of 
Times, when . the. Tories had the Ball on their Toes, and kept it 
for three Tears ſucceſſively, with a Conduct ſo: prejudicial to the Bris. 
tiſh: Nation, that they not only fullied thereby * moſt Glorious Reign 

the preceding Nine Tears of Queen Anne, that was ever recor. 
in Hiſtory, but even broke that good Queen's Heart. We boneft Gen- 
Hemen (called Whigs) could not have Fuſtice done Us then, eil per in 
Town or Conntry ; and if I particularly regard Home, I could" prove 
by many Inſtances (were it worth while) that every thing was carried . 
then, at the General Quarter-Saſſions of the Peace, boln at St. Ed- 
mund's-Bury, for that Diviſion, with an High and Arbitrary Hand) 
and that we (Whigs) could not have Fuſtice done U as to Pariſh+ 
Settlements of the Poor, or other the leaſt Things whatever ; ſo far 
did Party-Prejudice prevail then on that Side. Then it was I firſt 
entered upon the Office of a Fuſtice of the Peace, which I not only 
executed vigorouſly at the Beginning, with the utmoſt Integrity, and 
to the heſt of my Underſtanding, but bave continued to act ſo all along, 
notwithſtanding theſe foocking Diſcouragements. 


GRACE 'S 


Graces „* Fo Your Gn RACE r 


depend, * ay n 


1 


His prefetit Majeſty-h has teas 


the Love of his Subjects as any Prince who ever 


ſate on the Britiſb Throne: His Wiſdom, Juſ- 


tice, and Moderation; His Reſolution to Rule 


according to the Laws of the Land, (i. e. the 


Original State- Contract; ) His conſtant Regard 
to the Liberty, Welfare, and Happineſs of His 


People; his Choice of the Beſt and Ableſt Mi- 
niſters, and His other Virtues (too Many and 


too Great to be by Me Enumerated and Expreſs d) 


the leaſt Thought or Senſe remaining in Him. 


Turs County (My Lozp) has a WP 


Share of His Majeſty's Goodneſs, in' making Your 


GRA ck our Lord-Lieutenant. Your Grxacex's 


Qualities reſemble His Majeſty's; and as We 


think it a great Happineſs to be under Your 


GRACE S Inſpection, ſo Every Body in the King- 
dom is entirely pleaſed to ſee the Honour and In- 


tereſt of the Nation promoted by Your G x a c e's 
Cool and OCR PPAR cue Occafion. 


„ 


* 


* For that was certainly the Origina f King ſhip . | 


Bur 


muſt make him Amiable to any One who has 


— 


( vii 


Bur if Your GR ac E will be ſo Good as to 
Excuſe the Preſumption of this Dzpication, 
I am ſenſible the Going on with Your Gzace's 
great Qualifications will be diſpleaſing; and 
therefore I will only beg leave to ſubſcribe My- 
ſelf, 


MY LORD, 
Your GRACE's moſt Dutiful, 
Obeaient, and Obliged 


Humble Servant, 


Maurice Shelton. 


» 

CHEE ION 

0 l Br 
7 HEL CE, ey. 8 VO 3 
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Py * 


Gentlemen of the Grand- Fury | 


> AVING the Honour of being Chairman 
of this Court a third Time, I ſtill think 
it my Duty * (as I declared before) to lay 
PZ down yours to You in a CHARGE, which 
Us there is not a Juſtice of Peace of this 
—B: Bench but can diſcharge himſelf in this 
Point, even ex tempore, far better than I, with all my La- 
bour, Study and Premeditation, can pretend to, and knows 
it to be a neceſſary Part of his Office) I am ſorry, yea, 


I! 


” 
/ 

* 
N 
AL 

7 


7 Fitzherbert, Lambard, Crompton, Dalton, and all our Books 


that treat of the Office of a Fuſtice of Peace, lay down the Neceſſity of 
a Charge, and ſet forth the Nature of it ; and ſome Statutes are 
expreſily enjoined to be given in Charge at every Quarter Seſſions of 
the Peace: which would not have been order'd, if a Charge more 
extenſive was not to be given, of which thoſe Statutes were to be 
a Part. And whoever looks into Britton and Bratton (who lived 
temp. Hen, III.) will find that the Charge was antiently given in 
Writing to the Furors, that the Fury might eaſier remember it, their 
Minas be refreſhed, and themſelves (perhaps) the better edified. The 
Juſtices in Eyre, who formerly were itinerant over the Kingdom (in 
wwhoſe rooms our learned Judges ſucceed) ever gave their Charge, and 
ewhatever was Inquirable by the as Furors, in Writing. © 


alhamed, 


— — —— 


0 


aſhamed, I muſt be ſingular in: Yet, notwithſtanding 
my Defects for an Undertaking of this Nature, and the 

great Diſcouragement I lie under, from not having been 
yet able to bring this into Practice amongſt my Brethren ; 
a Senſe of my Duty is alone fo prevalent with me, that 

(be the Succeſs what it will) I ſhall attempt to do my 

beſt, and lay claim at leaſt to a favourable Interpretation. 
But, introductory to my CHARGE, it will be neceſſary 
to offer fome few Things, in general, to your Attention 

and Confideration, which (as they are leading Articles to 
thoſe that are to follow, and will, if rightly underſtood,. 
much lighten- and forward you in your Work) I ſhall. 
carefully exhibit in their proper Order, and render plain 
and obvious to the meaneſt Capacity. 


which I have bound myfelf ſtrictly to obſerve throughout 
the whole, is this, vis. I ſhall begin, | 


iff, Wir Government in general; ſhewing you. the 
Origin, Nature, and abſolute Neceſſity of it. 


24h, 1 SHALL acquaint you with the original Confti- : 
tation of our own in particular; (which eyidently ap=-. 
pears to be a Monarchy, and of the beft fort, a Mix d- i 
Limited-One, and Hereditary 3) make it clear to you, 


* — "2 3 — ak. EY "WY * _ as 2 ed. 


—_— Li —_—— * 


* Not one Tory do I remember (except Sir Thomas Hanmer Bari, 
whoſe Name I mention not without Reſpect) to have given a Charge to 
a Grand. Fury at any General NQuarter- Seſſions of the Peace holden at 
St. Edmund's-Bury for that Diviſion, during the Time F have acted as 
8 Fuſtice of the Peace (ever ſince the Year 17111,) which is nineteen 
Tears ago. They conſtantly ordered the Deputy Clerk of the Peace to 
read ſome few Heads of a Charge out of a Book; but what Edification 
or Tnftruftion a Grand Fury caula gain from ſuch an imperfect, carebeſs 
Manner, let any one judge. oe” 
ne” | beyond 


(3) 


beyond all Contradiction whatever, that it is founded up- 
on an original Contract between the Kings and People 
of this Land, the One to Rule, and the Other to Obey, 

and that this is the Baſis that has ſupported it all along; 
explain to you the Nature of the Original Contract, and 
ſtrongly inſinuate to you, (which I think I need not give 
myſelf much trouble to do, fince you daily feel the kind 
Influences and Effects of it,) that we arc the happieſt Peo- 


ple under the Heavens, living under a Government ſo 
well circumſtantiated. 


 3dh, 1 SHALL offer ſomething i in Praiſe and Com- 
mendation of our Engliſh Laws, earneſtly recommending 
to all who are impowered to execute them, a ſtrict and 
diligent Execution of the fame; and urge that as the 


only Means whereby to reap the Benefits and . 
intended by them. UH 


| Wuzn I have handled theſe three vie (which I 
ſhall do with all the Brevity and Perſpicuity imaginable) 1 
ſhall enter immediately npon the Articles of your In- 


-quiry 3 which as ſoon as I ave gone through, (and they | 


being very numerous, and, as Matters of Law, req 
an Explanation, will take np ſome Time, with which, for 


your Inſtruction, you ought to be Patient) 1 ſhall cloſe up 
the whole with a ſhort Exhortation. | 


Now for my firſt Point. | 
1. As it is allowed on all Hands, that Nature* is 
the Fundamental Law of all Government; and by moſt, 
that there is . no preſertbed 


Forte ſcue de Laud, Leg. Angl. 


8898 — 8 . 
2 Ibid. * 


. by 


\ 


('4) 

by the Law of God and Nature, (for then it would be 
both immutable, and the ſelf-ſame in all Countries 
of the World:) ſo, for the better Proof hereof, it will, 
be proper to ſhew You, how far Government proceeds 
from Nature, and how. far from Man; for by a Conſide- 
ration of theſe Premiſſes in general, we ſhall be the bet- 
ter able to diſcern clearly the Foundation of our Own. 
The great Creator of the, Univerſe (God Omnipotent) 
when He had finiſhed the Creation of all other Creatures, 
adorned the Heavens, and repleniſhed the Earth, made 
Man, the Laſt and moſt Admirable of his Works to us 
known; the moſt Admirable, in that, (with reſpect to his 
Intellect, that pure Faculty of the Soul, which is never 
ſeparate from the Contemplation and Love of God; not 
With reſpect to his Body of Earth and Duſt, for God be- 
ing a Subſtance ſpiritual and inviſible, there can be no 
Shadow of ſuch a Subſtance, no Image of ſuch a Nature) 
He made him according to his own Image and Similitude. 
Man, made thus excellent, above the Beaſts that periſh, 
by having an Immortal Soul infuſed into him, and there- 
in the Faculties of Memory, Will, and - Underſtanding, 
the Divine Creator deſign 47 not for Solitude : He thought 
it not good “, that (having made him a ſociable Crea- 
ture, naturally inclinable to, and deſirous of Company) 
he ſhould be alone, deſtitute of that Comfort that reſults 
from an agreeable Society: He therefore made Him a 
ſuitable Companion, an Help-Meet, and Aſſiſtant, like 
unto himſelf, (Woman) over whom (as his. Wife) he 
gave him Rule and Authority, and to Both jointly a Do- 
minion!, not only over the Fiſhes of the Sea, the Fowls 
of the Air, and Fac Beaſts of the Figld, but: over MRSA a 


5 » Geneſ I, 26. ꝗ——— ere Re * , — — - * 0 - „ 
4 Geneſ. 2. 18. 
7 Genel. 1. 26. t 


| Te | Dominion 


10 n 3 Fs if 
WI" FL r — — II IIS 


Dominion accompanied with Juſtice and Piety. Where 
fore, as this firſt Society of our firſt Parents was of God, 
| (the Author of Nature) and for ſo great a Purpoſe 45. 
the mutual Help and Aſſiſtance, not the Deſtruction and 
Slavery of each other; ſo all other Societies (or Aſſo- 
ciations) proceeding from this firſt, ſtand upon the ſame 
Foundation, and are for the ſelf· ſame End of Man's Uti- 
lity or Happineſs; all which is confirmed by the Conſent 
and Uſe of all Nations in the World; which univerſal 
Conſent Cicero calls, Ipſcus Vocem Nature, The very Voice 
of Nature herſelf. ' Bur tho Magiſtracy, of what Deno- 
mination ſoever, ariſes from the firſt Principle of natural 
Inſtinct, and God's Inſtitution; yet the particular Forms 
or Manner thereof, are not of Nature, but are left in- 
tirely to every Nation and Country to chuſe what fort of 
Government they like beſt, and judge moſt proper for the 
Quality and Conditions of the People. So that, in one 
Word, what St. Paul* calls God's Ordinance, as to Go- 
vernment, St. Peter? calls, as to the particular Species 
of it, a mere Human Conſtitution; the ſhprems* Town 
being ſo called, be it we where it will. eee 


H Ab our firſt Parents maintain'd the Original Beauty 
and Brightneſs of their Creation, and preſerved Nature in 
her State of Rectitude, Juſtice had been our Director, and 
Innocence our Guide; but by that Fall of Theirs, the 
very Nature of Man became ſo depraved and vitiated, his 
Paſſions ſo tranſported, his Deſire ſo covetous, and his 
Revenge ſo implacable, that Meum and Tuum were mea- 
fur d only by Strength and Power, and Nature deſtroyed 
her own Works. To remedy therefore theſe Ills, to put 
a ſtop to theſe Hoſtilities, and to maintain the grand Prin- 


mY 


— — 
2 


Rom. 13. ver. 1, 2. 
E 1 Ep. ch. 2. ver. 13. 


” 5 1 . | | ciple 


ciple of Nature, (Self · preſervation) Men were neceſſitated 
to aſſociate and unite themſelves together in Communities 
and Societies, and to fix upon ſome Sort of Government 
or other, to be ſupported by Laws, made for the Good 
and Welfare of their ſeveral reſpective Bodies, and ſo 
conſequently anſwerable to the ſole End of all Govern- 
ment, the Happineſs and Proſperity of the Governed, 
Thus (I hope) I have handled this firſt Point (propoſed) 
to your Satisfaction. I proceed now tothe Second, (vis.) 


2. IN order to handle this Point as I ſhould do, 
which is the moſt difficult and copious of all the Three, 
1 muſt (Firſt) make a Diſtinction between the Original 
1 Forms and Conſtitutions, and the Original Contract; 
This is the Promiſe, Oath, or Engagement ta obſerve, 
and Thoſe the Things to be obſerved ; the Law muſt be 
made antecedent to any Obligation to obſerve, but when 
That is ſettled, and a Contract enter d into to obſerve it, 
1 think the Words, Original Contract, and Original Con- 
ſtitutions, may be looked upon as Terms equivalent, 
bearing much the ſame Signification. . 


Ir being propoſed then, that this Government was at 
firſt founded upon certain Original Forms and Conſtitu- 
tions, agreed on, and inſtituted, and upon an Original 


» 


1 The whole following Syſtem or Scheme, is entirely owing to the I. 
- genuity of Roger Acherly, Eſq; of. the Inner-Temple, London, which 
I have abſtrafted (as juſtly and conciſely as I could) from his Folio 
Book, (Intituled, The Britiſh Conſtitution, Cc. Dedicated to his Royal 
Highneſs, Frederick, Prince of Wales, and Printed at London, A. D. 
172).) Referring therefore the Reader to this nice and curious Book, I 
Hall not ſet down the Evi dences, by which the Whole, or any Part of 
this Syſtem may be proved, the learned Author having done this 1 
larly well, and more ſatisfaftorily at large than is couſſtem with the 
* beſt Abriugement I could make. £16 * 


— 23 „ — 


Con- 


Contract, entered into, to obſerve them, let us enqdire, 
(for the clearing up of this vere by Whom, When, 
and Why they were made and inſtituted, to be the fixed 
and ſtanding Government of this Nation. In ſuch a Caſe 
as This, where all the ſpecifick Forms of it have been'all 
along conſtantly uſed (as they now appear to be) from 
the earlieſt Times, whereof there are no Memorials or 

Records (now extant) to the contrary, We muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity and in Reaſon have recourſe to ſtrong Preſumptions, 

which having been allowed, as convincing Evidences, in 

other Caſes, ought likewiſe to be admitted of, as ſuch, 

in this. Stabit enim Preſumptio, e eee 
trarium. 5 4 


Joes may be reaſonably preſumed then, That; «the yew : 
vidential Confuſion of Lan and the Di 
the ſeveral Tribes (the Deſcendants of Noah) over — 
Face of the whole Earth, after the Flood, a certain Tribe, 

the Britiſh Language) aſſociated together, tra- 

velled to, and in. a ſhort Time ſeated themſelves in this 
Ifand, and became a People Numerous and Powerful. 
That (no doubt) they were a People then (as we now 
arc) different amongſt themſelves, as to their | 
Qualities of Body and Mind, and Circumſtances of For 
tune; {ome being reputed Nobles or Lords, others Com- 
moners, and others, in great Numbers, no better than 
Robbers, Pirates, and Sca-Rovers. The Diſorders. and 
Confuſions of this laſt Sort of People, Nature indeed did 
prohibit, but was not powerful enough to prevent; in this 
Cafe therefore, it may as reaſonably be. preſumed, that. 
the People of this Nation (free by Natute) convened. 
themſelves together in a general Aſſembly, to conſult and 
form a Government for their e d 125 TONER 
of the ou Laws of Nature. 


OU 


(68) 


Own next Inquiry muſt of courſe be after the Ori- 
ginal Forms and Conſtitutions agreed on, and inſtituted 
for the Government of this Nation, which We ſhall find 
ſuch, as argue the Makers of them to have been a Wiſe 
and Underſtanding People, and in a great meaſure divine- 
ly n 


Tux firſt: things moved in this Aſſembly were, That 
ſuch a Government ſhould be ordained, as would ſecure. 
to every individual Perſon, of what: Degree ſoever, his Life, 
Perſonal Liberty, a Property and ſole Right in, and Power 
over, his Lands, Goods, Moneys, and Poſſeſſions, and a Free- 
dom of Trade: That no Perſon ſhould be Impriſoned, Diſſei- 
ſed, Outlawed, Exiled, or any way Deſtroyed, but by the Laws 
of the Conſtitution : That Juſtice ſhould not be denied, 
ſold, or delayed to any Man, and that all theſe Liberties, 
Properties, and other Privileges ſhould be deſcendible to 
Poſterity, be called Freeholds, and the common Birthright 
of this People ; and that every Perſon might defend him- 
felf and Poſſeſſions againſt Injuries and Wrongs, and chal- 
lenge and require Satisfaction for the ſame ; which Mo- 
tion being approved, it was reſolved and agreed, Nemine 
contradicente, That It and all the Parts of It ſhould be 
ordained and ſtatuted, the Unalterable and Inviolable Baſis, 
the firſt Principle and Subſtance of the whole Govern- 
+. eas pt 


IT was further Moved, that Appeals of Robbery and 
Murder ſhould be ſued out by the Perſon robbed, and the 
Son and Heir, and Brother and Heir of the Perſon mur- 
dered, being the Party grieved, againſt the Offender, who 
(without Pardon) was to ſuffer Death, unleſs forgiven or 
releaſed by the Proſecutor; and it was further moved, 
that no Man ſhould ſuffer twice for _the ſame Offence, 
which being alſo approved unanimouſly, it was Reſolved 


4 


and agreed, that they 1 z ordained Additiotial' and 
e Parts of the firſt e of the See, 


NO... 


be made an indefeazible A REN in hat rind 
lies, and Unalienable? This Queſtion being difficult, was 
much debated, but at laſt reſolyed and agreed by the AL 
ſembly, that ry, 1 be Alienable al one Man o 
h i OE ng 5 
THESE vein the ended a next Motion v Was, 
That for the Maintenance of the firſt Principle of Go- 
vernment, an Abſolute, or Arbitrary, or Legiſlative power 
(which every one was to obey and ali) to make, alter, 
change, ſuſpend, and repeal Laws, ſhould, be ordained, 
with this Limitation only, that nothing ſhould be done 
by this Legiſlative Power, to ſubyert the Baſis of this Go. 
vernment; which Motion no Man denying, it was reſolved 


and ſtatuted to be an Article of the Original Conſtitution... 


"Now How, and W nett to place this Power, in Tritt 
for the whole. Body of the People, was the grand Diffi. 
culty. This took up many, long, and warm Debates; a 
few of each Sort and Degree would have had it inveſted 
in one ſingle Perſon (or Monarch) which the reſt of the 
Aſſembly oppoſing with BF; Heat and Wee two 
Motions were made: : 3 * 


As THAT the LegiQative bur ſhould never be truſted 
wit any ſingle Perſon, which, after many Debates; Pro 
and _ _ — being put, paſſed in the Negative. 


24%. TAT whenever an Arbitrary orLegiſlative Power 
would be aſſumed and exerciſed, prejudicial to the firſt 
C Prin- 
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Principle of this Conſtitution, that in that Caſe of Ne- 
ceſſity, and when all other Means failed, they and their 

Poſterity ſhould diſturb and remove the Miniſters of ſuch 
Arbitrary. Power; which being agreed to, it was reſolved 


and ſtatuted, that it ſhould be Part of the fundamental Form 
of this Government. 


Sox others (more dumerous) urged for an Ariltocra- 


cy, (or that ſuch a Power might be lodged with the No- 
es 


;) others (ſtill greater in Number) urged for a Demo- 


cracy, (or that it might be lodged with the whole Col- 

lective Body of the People) both which being oppoſed by 
the Majority, it was. agreed and reſolved; as in the for- 
mer. Caſe of a ſingle Perſon, , (or Monarch) and. 85 
Acker Article of the Original Conſtitution. 


Wu r bad hitherto, been done, Sie 1 ein u. 

oppeſing Tyranny and. Slavery, the Aſſembly having not 
yet determined where to ſettle this abſalute Power. Af. 
ter a long Silence, a Motion was made by one of the heſt 
Members amongſt them, (vig.) that the Beſt, Strongeſt, 
and. moſt Equal Government might be formed out of the 
beſt Parts of thoſe three Sorts, before. mentioned, and that. 


in thaſe three er e the SOIT | Power 
ſhould, be intruſted. | 


L. Taat that the geb and moſt Excellent Efate Monte 
conſiſt of a Supreme Officer, to Guide, and Conduct the 
Reſt, ſtiled King; that he ſhould be Crowned, have Royal 
Rights and Prerogatives annexed, to his Dignity; that 
a. Throne ſhould. be Erected for him ta, Ns bl and that 
his Perſon ould be Inviolable; EE 12, 


A» & i ” 


2, THAT the ſecand Eſtate ſhould, conſit of . a 


eanpetent number of . Men as the King (che Foun. 


tain 


IF 
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(1) 
rain of Honour) ſhould raiſe to Nobility, which, When 
aſſembled, ſhould be called the Houſe of Lords. 


3. TH r the third Eftate ſhonld conſiſt of a competent 
Number of Commoners, to be from time to time Ele&ed 
by the common People of the ſeveral Parts of the Nation, 
as their Repreſentatives; and that ſuch Commoners, fo 
Elected, ſhould, when aflembled, be called the Houſe of 
Commons; that thefe Elections ſhould be altogether Free, 
and accounted the Hereditary Privileges of the People ; 
and that when the King ſhould ſummon and call the o- 
ther two Eſtates together, that then thoſe three Eſtates 
{of King, Lords, and Commons) fo aſſembled, ſhould be 
called the Parliament; that they ſhould be inveſted with 
an arbitrary Power to Make, Alter, Change, Sulpend, 
and Repeal Laws Occaſionally, but not to act any thing 
hurtful to the firſt Article, the Salus Populi, and End of 
Government. It was further moved alſo .by the ſame 
Member, that Parliaments, being the Baſis of the Acting- 
Part of the Government, (not only in Money: Matters and 
other, but particularly in Caſes of Offenſive and Defenſive 
Wars ;) ſhould be held frequently, and that the frequent 
Aſſembling of them ſhould be looked upon as a Debt, due 
(in Juſtice) to the Nation: Which Motions, with their 
ſeveral Parts, Explanations, and Qualifications, (eſpecially 
that Reſtriction, that the Legiſlature ſhould not give any 
other Perſon or Perſons a Power to impoſe Taxcs, or levy 
Money, in or out of Parliament) being Unanimouſly ap- 
proved, It was Reſolved, Agreed and Statuted, that they 
ſhould be the Hereditary Rights and Privileges of the Peo- 
ple, and Unalterable Parts of the Original Conſtitution. 


HAN e got over that Grand Difficulty, the Settle- 
ment of this abſolute Power, They went next upon Pro- 
pounding and Aſſigning to Each of the three Eſtates its 
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reſpective Powers and Privileges; but thoſe. of the firſt E- 
ſtate being moſt Numerous and Nice, it was Moved, 
that Theſe ſhould be poſtponed, and that Thoſe of the 
other Two, Separate and Mixcd,. ſhould, be Procceded on 


1. THE diſtin Powers and Privileges. of the Lords; 
(beſides their Part in the Legiſlature,) were; That. their 
Right to Peerage ſhould. be a Special Truſt for the whole 
Government; that they ſhould have the Dernier Reſort 
only in Matters of Judicature, and the ſole Judicature of 
Impeachments, Commenced, and Proſecuted by the Com- 
mons, and take Cognizances of, Hear, and Determine 
the Matters of thoſe Impeachments ; but that in queſtion 
of Property, not mixed with Equity, they ſhould give 
ſuch Judgments as are preſcribed by the ſtrict and poſitive 
Laws in Being. | 


2. THE diſtin Powers and Privileges of the Commons, 
(beſides their Part in the Legiſlature,) were; the ſole 


Right and Power over the People's Purſes, and of Giving, 


Granting, or Denying Monies, and Impoſing Taxes for 
the publick Service; and that all Motions, and Laws, re- 
lating thereto, ſhould be firſt Propounded, and have their 
Riſe, Commencement, and Progreſs in their Houſe; of 
Inquiring into Grievances, and of Queſtioning, and Im- 
peaching ſuch Malefactors as ſhould be found Subverting, 
or Altering the Foundation of the Government, or En- 
deavouring ſo to do. 


THE Powers and Privileges incident to Both Eſtates, 
were, 1. The ſole Power of Deviſing and Introducing 
Laws (except general Pardons) in their own Houſes, and 
no where elſe. 2. Freedom from Arreſts and Impriſon- 
ments, (except Commitments by their own Houſes, or 


with 
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with their Leave.) 3. Liberty of Speech. 4. Free Acceſs 
to the King. 5. Power of Puniſhing Traducers and Con- 
temners. And 6. Exemption from being Witneſſes of 
Matters, Said, or Done, in either Houſe. 


TWO Motions more were alſo made. 1. That for 


the better Aſcertaining, Settling, and Limiting the Right 
and Power of Impoſing Taxes, and Levying Money upon 
the People, No Man (under Pretence of Danger to the 
Kingdom, its Trade, and the like, whether True or Falſe) 
ſhould be compelled to ſerve the King in his Wars, unleſs 
à ſudden actual foreign Invaſion required it, or be Taxed 
or Charg'd any thing upon any ſuch Pretence but what 
the Parliament (ſitting) ſhould think fit; 2. The other, 
that there ſhould be a difference in the Form of paſſing 
Ordinary Bills and Money-Bills ; that the firſt, having paf- 
| ſed the two Houſes, ſhould be preſented to the King, to 
adviſe thereon with his Privy-Council, and the Royal AC 
ſent in Words to this Effect; the King Wills the ſame 
thing as the Lords and Commons Will: That the latter, 
after the Lords Conſent to them, ſhould not be preſented 
to the King, but by them delivered back to the Commons, 
who, when the King comes into Parliament to paſs ſuch 
Money-Bills, ſhall deliver the Bill to him, declaring what 
they do give him, to which the Royal Aſſent ſhall be, 
the King thanks his faithful Commons. This Diffe- 
rence alone will (I think) ſufficiently Evidence to Poſte- 
rity the Original Form of this Conſtitution; all which 
Motions, Propoſitions, and Privileges of Parliament (Spe- 
cial and General) being Unanimouſly approved, the' ſame 
were Reſolved and Ordained to be Inſeparable and EC 


ſential Parts of the Original Conſtitution, and the Here- 


ditary Privileges of the People of this Nation. 


THE 


N. B. 
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moved, were, Trade, Ka the Na- 


Taz next Things 


tional- Military Forces. As to Trade, that being in its 


Infancy, it was Unanimouſly: agreed, and refolved, that 
for the Inconragement thereof, every Native of -this 


Hand ſhould have a Freedom of Trade, exempt from any 


Impoſition on his Ships, Merchandize, or Perſon, and 
that what related thereto ſhould be one of the chief Cares 


of the Parliament, (when afſembled;) and that This ſhould 
be an Hereditary Privilege, and become Part of the laſt 


Article of Government, next before nnn. 


As the National Military-Power (divided into Naval 
and Land Forces;) it was moved for the Naval, That, to 
vindicate the Dominion of the Seas (bordering on this 
Iſland) and to protect Trade, a Navy of Ships ſhould be 
provided, and maintain d, and be kept always ſtanding ; 
and that the Commanders of the Fleets and Squadrons 
ſhould be Britons, not Foreigners: Which Motion be- 
ing readily and unanimouſly aſſented to, it was reſolved, 
and directed to be a Maxim of State in the Government, 
never to be receded from. As to the Land-Forces ; after 


an important Debate, the Aſſembly agreed in theſe Reſo- 


lations, and ordained, 1. That a Power, ſubſiſting on 
armed Land-Forces, in Time of Peace, without the Con- 
ſent of the Parliament (aſſembled) ſhould be deemed in- 
conſiſtent with this Conſtitution. 2. That all Land-Forces, 
to be raiſed for Defence or Offence againſt Foreign In- 
vaſions, or for ſuppreſſing domeſtick Rebellions, ſhould 
be compoſed of Britons, not Foreigners, (except in Caſes 
of national Treaties.) 3. That the disbanding of Land- 
Forces, as ſoon as Peace ſhould be ſettled, , ſhould. be 
deemed a Matter of Juſtice, due to the Nation, unleſs 
ſuch disbanding ſhould for Neceſlity's ſake be reſpited; of 
which the Parliament, being the ſole Pay-maſters, (and 

indeed, 
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gal Eſtate (in all Caſes). upon a Vacancy; it was unani- 
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indeed, in caſe of real enn nn 
ſhould be the fole Judges. 


Ir being propoſed next, That a Right ſhould be re- 
ſerved in the Parliament to fupply Defects of Govern- 


ment; ſuch as Infancy, natural Diſahilities, Captivity, or 


a total Ceſlion, by Abdication, Renunciation, Reſignation, 
or a total Failure or Extinction of the intended Royat 
Family for want of Iſſue, (im. cafe they ffould declare 
the:Sucreſlion to be Hereditary): anch to re-inſtitute the Ne- 


moufly conſented to and declared, That thisRighv/ſhould 
be in the Parliament, and that it ſhould by ans FOE 
ene (TH 


| HAvING Senn ve come noxt bunte 
and Inſtitution af the Regal Office, the Duty of it, and the 
Rights and Prerogatives neceſſary to be annexed! to it As 
to the Regal Office; The Buſineſs and End of it was, to 
Govern according to the Laws te be agreed! on and pre- 
ſeribed :; to aſſent to the Making ſuch. New, and to the 
Altering. ſuch Old Ones as the two Houſes ſfould find 
neceſlary, not forgetting the frequent: Calling and Aſſem- 
bling of N. (which was the Baſis of the Govern- 
ment 3) and that he, wo was to be the King; - ſhould! be 
endowed with as great a. Share of theſe Virrues, v. Forti- 
tude, Goodneſs, Juftice,, Mercy, Wiſdom, and Activity, 
as were conſiſtent with Humane Nature: Here it was 
Moved, and Reſolved Unanimouſly,: That in Caſe of any © 


Danger that. ſhould: appear or be alledged to appear to the 


State and Nation, againſt which proper Defences ought to 
be made, that the King ſhould! not of himſelf alone un- 
dertake to ingage in them, but Call and Aſſemble his 
Parliament, impart to Them the Nature of the Danger, 


1 require eser and r ene _ m_ 
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nal Power may be united, and that this ſhould be a os h 
cation inherent in, and inſeparable from theKingly O 


AFTER-this, it was Propoſed, and Agreed to, That 
it ſhould be Eſteemed and Taken, that the Majeſty of 
the King would be then moſt Glorious, 'when He fits in 
Parliament on the Throne, arrayed in the Royal Robes, 
with the Crown on his Head, and the - Sceptre in his 
Hand, from thence Speaking to his People, and Giving 
the Royal Aſſent. It was added, and accordingly Re- 
ſolved, That the Queen ſhould have ſome Rays of Ma- 
jeſty, imparted to Her, from the High Dignity of the 
King; that She ſhould not be Diſabled, by reaſon of 
her Coverture, as other Women were, but be Capable, not 
only of Purchaſing, but of Alienating and Diſpoſing of 
Lands and Goods, and of Pleading and being Impleaded 
in her own Name, as amply as if ſhe were a Feme-Sole, 
or Unmarried, without having the Name or Conſent of 
the King, her Husband, joined with Her, to Enable Her 
to do theſe Things. As to the Natural and Political Ca- 
pacity of the King, it was eaſily reſolved and Agreed-by 
the Aſſembly, that the Latter was to be Perpetual, aut Achu 
vel Porentia, to continue Unalterable and Indiſſoluble. 


THE next Prapaſitions were, Whether the Regal Inte- 
reſt in the Government ſhould be for Life only, or He- 
reditary ? Whether the Monarchy ſhould be Diviſible, or 
Indiviſible, or Alienable, or Diſpoſable in the intended 
King's Life-Time, or at his Death, by Deed or Will ? 
And whether, if Hereditary, Indefeazible, or Limited ? 
As to the two firſt Propoſitions, It was (without any De- 
bate) Reſolved Unanimouſly, That the Monarchy ſhould 
be neither Diviſible, nor Elective, nor Donative, nor Te- 
ſtamentary, but Hereditary ; and as to the Laſt, (after a 
pretty many warm Debates) It was Agreed and Statuted 
by the Majority, that the Right of Succeſſion ſhould be a 
Limited 


— rs 
NE er ons ——— — 


(17) 
Limited Hereditary Right, not an Indefeazible Hereditary 
One; and that theſe Propoſitions, and Reſolutions, ſhould 
* immutable Principles and Parts of the Original Con- 
nn ries io 


Tax Crown-Revenues were next to be Conſidered : 
Here (without any Debate at all) the whole Aſſembly af- 
ſigned and allotted great Revenues in Honours, Manours, 
and Lands; and to Increaſe them, Inſtituted this Preroga- 
tive, (viz.) That all Lands to which no Subject could 
pretend, ſhould fall as a Perquiſite to the Crown, and 
that all the Forfeitures of Treaſon or Rebellion, and all 
Lands of any Subject, dying without Heirs, ſhould accrue 
to the Government, (which Revenues ſeem ro have been 
very great in Doomſday-Book;) and that they fhould be 
Deſcendible to the next Succeſſor in Poſſefſion of the 
Regal Government. It was Unanimouſly tefolved alſo, 
and Inſtituted, that the Prerogative and Power of Altena- 
ting any part of the Land-Revenues ſhould be inherent in 
the Crown, and that this ſhould be an Unalterable and 
Fundamental Article of the Original Confitution. 


Tux next Prerogative to be ſettled was the Power of 
Calling, Aſſembling, Proroguing, and Diffolving Parlia- 
ments at conyenient Times, which was Reſolved to be 
ſolely, in the King as a Truſt ; but as to the ſtated Times 

for Calling, Sitting, and Diſſolving Parliaments, that was 
reſpited till future Times, when unexpected Accidents 
might make that Matter neceſſary to be provided for. 


5 In the next Place, theſe Bright, Shining Prero oatives 


were propoſed to be annexed to the Royal Dignity, (ig.) 


1. THAT the King ſhould ſolely appoint and Nomi- 
nate all his Judges, Miniſters of Statc and Juſtice, his Ad- 
D ate; EI . 18 
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mirals, Generals, and all other Officers in the Govern- 
ment, Civil and Military. 2. That He ſhould Make all 
National Treaties and Alliances with Foreign Potentates, 
and War and Peace, adviſing firſt with his Parliament 
thereon ; and, 3. That he ſhould more immediately take 
Care of and Protect the Perſons and Eſtates of ſuch of 
his Subjects as ſhould be diſabled by Infancy, Ideocy, or 
Lunacy, as Pater Patriæ; all which Propoſitions, with 
their Qualifications, were unanimouſly Reſolved to be 
Articles and Parts of the Original Conſtitution. 


THE Power of Pardoning Offences (as another Pre- 
rogative of the Crown) comes next to be ſettled; the 
Crimes and Offences being thus diſtinguiſh'd, (viz.) Trea- 
ſons againſt the King, and. Offences tending to the ge- 
neral Oppreſſion of the People, (as a Nuſance to Paſ- 
ſengers in a common Highway, Sea-Port, or Haven) and 
Crimes of an higher Nature, tending to the Univerſal 
Inconvenience and Damage of the People, being no leſs 
(in plain Terms) than. Treaſon againſt the State, (as ſub- 
verting the Form of. this Conſtitution, and the like.) . As 
to Treaſons againſt the King, called Crimina Ezfz'Ma- 
Jeſtatis, It was Reſolved, Agreed, and Ordained, that To 
pardon Crimes of, this Nature ſhould be a Privilege and 
Flower of the Crown, and one of the Effential Parts of 
the Royal Executive Power, and of this Conſtitution : as 
to theſe latter Crimes, called Crimina Læſæ Libertatis; or 
otherwiſe, Crimina Læſæ Conſtitutionis, It was Reſolved 
and Ordained, that they ſhould not he Pardonable, and 
that this Reſolution ſhould” become an Article of the 
Original Conſtitution. That the King can do no Wrong, 
was Reſolved and Agreed by the Aſſembly to be an Im- 
paſſible Property or Quality annexed to the Monarchy, 
but not Eſſential with the Royalty; becauſe by this Conſti- 
tution the People are not to be Governed by the Miniſters, 
but by the Monarch, | THESE 
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THESE tranſcendent Prerogatives being a Means greatly 
to exalt the Supreme Dignity, It was Propoſed, that Pro- 
viſion ſhould be made for the Subjects Liberty and free 
Acceſs to the King's Perſon with their Petitions, Addreſſes, 
and Repreſentations of their juſt Grievances, or Want of 
their juſt Rights, and that ſuch Petitions ſhould be re- 
ceived, and in a reaſonable time anſwered, and that no 
Perſon ſhould be charged with a Crime or Miſdemeanour 


for ſtating in his Petition the true Facts that compoſe the 


Caſe of his Grievances; which Propoſition appearing ſo 
Reaſonable in itſelf, the Aſſembly (without Heſitation) 
unanimouſly Reſolved and Ordained, that It, and all the 


Parts of It ſhould be made Fundamental and Hereditary 


Privileges of this People, and that this Reſolution ſhould 
extend to ſuch Petitions as any of the People ſhould 


preſent to —— of the two Ns in Farllament aſs 
Wanne p97 bor | | 


Now in dale ar a * | Diſtribution of Jultice, Ie 


* Propoſed that the King ſhould be excluded from be- 


ing Judge in his own Perſon, Relator, Informer, or Wit- 
neſs ; that there ſhould be a competent Number of Judges 
appointed, to be. diſtributed into ſeveral Courts for ſeve- 


ral Purpoſes, -who ſhould give Judgment in all Caſes be- 


fore them, without the King's Advice, Inſtructions,” or Di- 
rections, and that for Judgments, given contrary or hurt- 


ful to theſe Conſtitutions, they ſhould be accountable in 


Parliament: The four great Courts of W ane 
to Go Inſtituted, were, (Vic. | 


4:2 a ib PE ee 


between the intended Kings, their Debtors and Accomptants, 
relating to the Royal Revenues and the National Treaſures, 
the Judges whercof might be * taken for the Sove- 


reign 
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reign Auditors of the National TOO. Accounts, and 
Werne 905 ven. 


] T 


2. A CouRT of the 88 which * 
reputed the common Forum for the Conveying and Traut 
— of Right in Lands from one Man to another. 

3. A Covar for the Hearing and Detcaaining of all 
Proſecutions of the Government for Offences or Criminal 
Matters done againſt the Government, the Judges whereof 
might be deemed Sovercign Juſtices of Oyer and 2 mi 
ner, and Sovereign Coroners of the Land. ler 


4. A Count where ſhould be kept the Great: Scalof 
and that the Style of this great Officer 
ſhould be that of . 


THAT theſe ſuperior Courts of Judicature ſhonkthave- 
Authority over all Inferior Courts, exceeding their Juriſ- 
dictions ; That as to the Nature of Tryals, Noblemen in 
all Capital Offences ſhould. be tried by their Peers; but 
that in all other Caſes, Tryals of Matter of Fact ſhould - 
be made by Juries of twelve Honeſt arid Lawful Men of 
the Neighbourhood where the Facts were done and trank- 
acted ; and that all Tryals ſhould. be in open Court, and 


all Witneſſes, on either Side, Openly Examined — 1 
the Accuſed, Face to Face; that no Man ſhould be bound 


to Accuſe Himſelf, nor Racked or Tormented for Refu- 
ling; that the Rights, Titles, and Property of the King 
ſhould be tried, in Point of Subſtance, by the ſame Laws. 
and Rules of Juſtice, and by the ſame ſort: of Juries, as 


thoſe of the People, allowing only to the Crown the 


Preference as to Execution, and ſome other Preferences 
in Forms touching Property, not altering the Fundamen- 


. chat the Judges ſhould be in- 


truſted 


(a) 
truſted with the Kings Oath for Cauſing Juſtice to be im- 
partially ad miniſter d, and ſhould repreſent the King's Per- 
ſon ; that in order to bring Controverſies into Debate 
and Judgment before the ſaid Judicatures, Writs ſhould 


be particularly framed in the King's Name, and iſſued out 


for that purpoſe; and above all, that the Writs to ſummon 


Parliaments ſhould contain in chem Specifically the Cauſe 


of ſuch Summons; that by the Forms of ſuch: Writs: Po- 
ſterity might be inſtructed in the Nature of their 


and of their Remedies to aſſert them: all which Propo- 


tions about the ſeveral Judicatures, Tryals, and other 


Matters before: mentioned: being generally approved of, 


the ſame were Reſolved, Agreed, and Ordained to be 
Perpetual Fae Os Coaftitaion.: in 4 10290 


Tz x it was Provided as Declared, _ Paſtive- 
Obedience and: Non-Reſiſtance to the King's legal Au- 


thority inſtituted by this Form of Government, or his 


Legal — would be not only conſiſtent with, 


but a neceſſary 9 of : every Part of the Coniſtiration, 
and that 15. ſbould be e e 1 * 


lack e al, We ee Me of" At! nut 


only Propoſed, but Reſolved and Agreed, that a 


tent Number of Men ſnhould be inſtituted under the Name 
of Prieſts, or Preſidents in Holy Things; that ſufficient 


Revenues ſhould” be aſſigned for their Maintenance; that 
they ſhould be Reverenced by the People, and treated 
with Reſpect and Honour by the Great Men; that they 
ſhould wholly mind Spiritual Things, not Temporal at 
all; and ſhould eſteem it à Material and Neceſſary Part 
of their Duty and Function, to Plant; and Cultivate Prin- 
eiples of Freedom, inelining the People to Obey, and the 


intended Kings to Govern, ſo as Both might Adhere to, 
Support, 
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(22) 
Support, and Endeavour to Perpetuate, this Happy Conſti- 


tution; and that this: bar rden ſhould. deln an Arnie! 
Fart of the Conſtitution. Aid 0 


NExT it was Moved, (by Way of Recolleciion, Di a 
| Repartition of Elections ſhould be made in different Parts 
of the Nation, that the whole might be equally repreſented ; 
that the intended King ſhould be totally Excluded from In- 
termeddling in them, and that for the better excluding 
even a Regal Influence, the Repreſentatives ſhould have 
reaſonable Wages paid and allowed them by their Elec- 
tors, and by None Other, to defray their Expences du- 
ring their. Atrendance on the publick Buſineſs in Parlia- 
ment; that the Nation ſhould be divided into Shares, 
(i. e. Shires,) to be called Counties, and that the People 
of each Shire ſhould Blect two Diſcreet Men, (to be called 
Knights, ) as their Repreſentatives; and that for the Be- 
nefit of Traders, Each of the Largeſt and Ableſt Sea-Ports, 
Trading -Cities, Inland- Towns and Boroughs throughout 
the Nation, ſhould in like manner Elect Two diſcreet 
Men {to be called Citizens and Burgeſles,) to repreſent 
Them in Parliament; and that if any Town (or Borough) 
ſhould not be able to pay the Wages of two Members, 
that then they ſhould Elect but One; and that when ſuch 
Repreſentative ſhould be choſen for any particular Place, 
it ſhould be underſtood, that He was intruſted to Act not 
only for that Place, but for the Kingdom in general, in 
Conjunction with his Co-Repreſentatives : all which Mo- 
tions being approved by the Aſſembly, It was Reſolved 
and Ordained, that the Matter of all theſe ſeveral Propo- 
ſitions, touching Elections, ſhould be Original Rights and 
Privileges of the People of this Nation, and Inſeparable 
Parts of this Conſtitution, never to be Altered, or Queſ- 
tioned by the intended King, as Forfeitable, or Seizable, 
upon any Account whatever. 


THE 


(23.7) 


THE Principal Terms of the Original Conſtitution 
being thus ſettled and agreed on, the next Matter de- 
bated by the Aſſembly was, the Formation of. a State- 
Contract; previous to which it was Moved, (as a Thing 
Neceſſary,) that the Nature. of a Contract ſhould be Ex- 
plained; accordingly It was thus Defined, (ig.) Actus 
contra Actum, i. e. ſome Acts to be done on the part of 
the intended King, in conſideration of other. Acts to be 
done on the part of the People; and ſo, vice verſd, ſome 
Acts to be done on the part. of the People, in conſide- 
ration of. other Acts to be done on the part of the Su- 
preme Governour, that what the King was to do and 
bbſerve on his Part, was (ſummarily,) to Protect his Peo- 
* ple in their Rights, Liberties, and Properties; to. cauſe. 
Juſtice. to be adminiſter'd (according to the Laws), Impar- 


? tially ; to Call and Aſſemble. Parliaments frequently, and 
Adviſe with them; and Negatively, that he ſhould. not 
> arbitrarily impoſe Taxes, or Levy Money, without a Grant 
thereof in Parliament; that he ſhould not attempt to Dif 

penſe with or Suſpend the Laws, or the Execution of 


them, nor Inyade the Powers and Privileges of Both or 
Either Houſe. of Parliament; nor kee Standing- Forces in f 
Time of Peace without Conſent of Parliament, nor Go- 
vern without Them or the Like; that, what the People 
were to do and obſerve on their Part, was, to Give the 
intended King Honour, Obedience, and a ,general Aſſiſ- 
tance, which could not be done but in a Parliamentary ; 
Way, and that therefore the Aſſembling ang Holding Par- 
liaments would. be the Baſis on which the.State-ContraR, . 
the Publick Power, and Security. were to. be founded. 
The Nature of the State-Contract haying been thus de- 
monſtrated, it was ſuggeſted, that One from amongſt 
Themſelves, who had aſſiſted ; in the Forming of this 
Government, ſhould. be Declared their King, and there- 
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fore, (as a proper Expedient, or Form in this Matter, ) it 
was Propoſed, that when the firſt, and ſucceeding Kings 


do accept this Government, and the Truſt repoſed in it, 


or accede to this Crown by Deſcent, or otherwiſe, and 
actually take upon them the Exerciſe of the Regal Of. 
fice, that They (by theſe Overt-· Acts) do by Implication 
accept and aſſume the ſame upon the Truſts and Terms 


of making this Conſtitution their Guide in adminiſtring 


the Government; 3 and that the People ſhould be under- 
ſtood by tlie like {implication to be bound by the Oarh 
of A NA ES Hind and that ſuch an Implicd Contract 

deemed. as ſtrong as an Expreſs One; It Was 
further Moved, tliat the ' firſt and all ſucceeding Kings 
ſhould be Ctowntd, as aforeſaid, and thar then They 
fhontd 'renew ſuch Conttact; by taking an 'Expteſs'Oath 


to da. this Kingdont' bra to de Laws nd Sta. 


tutes agreed on, and to be agree fr; and that the Beo- 

= on their Parts fhould take an "Expteſs Oath; to bear 
aith' and True Allegiance to the King according to the 
Conſtitution, and theſe Itnpficd and Expreſs Engagements 
ſhoald im alt Times be accbumed the Originat Contract. 
Thee Propoſſtions bring Unatiirnouſly : IHE te, K va 


| Refolyed, and Ordained,” Nemint tuntradrreurt, that 


Matter of them ſtould become an Indiffolable Article "Ie 
the Original Conſtitution. © a Oat 


uk Form of the Goremment ei g ths TR ede; 


and foftituted, and as it Were, n 1, the 
* to make e 


Aﬀerably broke up for a while, e neceflary 
Diſpoſition for Elections, (as before agreed on,) to get a 
Crown made and prepared, and to Conſider of ſome 
proper Perſon to be their King. The Repattition and Di- 
viſion of Elections being made, and the Crown ready, 
the Aſſembly convened together again at the appointed 
time, when the Grand Affair before Them being the De- 

3 claration 


(25) 
claration of a King, after ſeveral Motions made for This 
and That Perſon, They Unanimouſly: pitched upon One, 
(whom they thought the beſt Qualified of Them All for 
ſuch an Office, and who had the chief Hand in Framing 
and Contriving the Terms of this Conſtitution, by Name, 
probably, Britannus,) and with loud Acclamations De- 
clared Him their King; after which Prieſts were Selected, 
and Appointed, for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, and One of 
Them, by Order of the Aſſembly, Anointed, Swore, and 
Crowned him King, and the People likewiſe ſwore Al- 
legiance reciprocally to this their firſt King, which made 
and compleated the Original Contract. Nothing. now 
was to be done, but to Call and Hold a Parliament, 
which accordingly this firſt King did with all neceſſary 
Expedition, and in this firſt Parliament all theſe Conſtitu- 
tions were Enacted into the Original Statute, called, The 
Law of the Land, which was to be Supream, and Above 
All, and not to be Controuled by any but the Parliament 
only, in their Legiſlative Capacity. This firſt King reigned 
Long, and Well, and, at his Death, left ſo good a Name 
behind Him, that it might as-Reaſonably be Preſumed, 
that this Iſland was from him called Britannia, and the 
People, Britons, as afterwards the greateſt City and State 
in the World was called Rome, and the People, Romans, 
from their firſt Founder, Romulus. From this firſt King 
Britannus (or whatever elſe was his Name) It may as 
ſtrongly alſo be Preſumed, that our preſent Moſt Gracious 
Sovercign Lord King George (the Second) is Deſcended ; 
for tho' the Roman Power, when at its full Height, (which 
was prodigious,) diſdained the Natives, and reduced the 
Britiſh Royal Family very Low, till the Britons, regaining 
Strength, threw off their Yoke, yet all the other ſuc- 
ceſsful Invaders (Saxons, Danes, and Normans) coveted, 
and accordingly did ſtrengthen their Titles by Marriages 
into the Old Stock of the Britiſb Royal Family: And 


E therefore 
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therefore ſince King George the Second (as well as his 
Royal Father, of Ever-Glorious Memory, and Others of 
that Family,) hath been called to the Throne of his An- 
ceſtors by Virtue of theſe Original Conſtitutions, We 
have no Reaſon to doubt, that He will depart from them, 
but Execute them according to the Original Contract, and 
tranſmit them in their full Vigour to the lateſt Poſterity; 
and indeed his Adminiſtration has been ſuch hitherto, (that 
part of it eſpecially which relates to the late Treaty and 
Concluſion of Peace with Spain, the Reduction of a great 
number of the Land-Forces, and the laying up of a great 
Part of the Navy immediately thereupon) as has intitled 
Him to the Hearts, Hands, and Purſes of his Subjects, and 
ſo conſequently render d him to the Pretender, and his 
Adherents, (** who are now at a very low Ebb, and but an 
inconſiderable Remnant of a Faction) not only Invincible, 
but Formidable. God long preſerve his Sacred Majeſty 
(King George the Second,) his Royal Conſort, the Beſt 
of Queens, (for ſo ** She has approved Herſelf by her 
provent Management of the publick Affairs, during his 
ajeſty's Abſence Abroad, under his Authority, and by 
his great Example, in the moſt Critical Conjuncture) his 
Royal Highneſs, the Prince of Wales, (a moſt Hopeful and 
Promiſing Prince) and all his moſt Illuftrious Family, from 
whom we have ſo fair and large a Proſpect of having 


this Excellent Government made Durable to Us to the 
End of Time. | 


Thus (Gentlemen) I have given You a full View of 
the Britiſb Conſtitution, which, as it is Imperium Le 
exalts this Kingdom in its Merit above all other; it holds 
the Ballance betwixt the King and People, equally ad- 
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11 Addreſs of the Houſe of Lords. 
12 Addreſs of the Houſe of Lords. 


(27) 
yancing the Greatneſs and Power of the Crown, at the 
ſame time that it ſecures ro Britons their private Property, 
Freedom, and Liberty, by ſuch Defences as are not to be 
had in the whole Univerſe beſide. Reflect with Vourſelves 
(Gentlemen !) upon the Wiſdom that ſhines through every 
Part of the Conſtitution of this Government, and the 
Duration of it, (for Time, that devours all things, the 
wilful Endeavours of ſeveral of our Kings to Efface it, 
(by Subſtracting and Deſtroying the Records manifeſting 
it,) the vigorous Efforts of the Abſolute Monarchy-Men, 
and the Confuſions and Devaſtations made in this King- 
dom by barbarous Invaders, in ſeveral Ages of the World; 


all theſe I ſay, tho they brought it down even to the Foun-- 


darions, could never actually deſtroy it: and You will 
conclude with me, that Divine Providence guided and 
directed the Formation of it, and ingraved it on the 
Minds of the Britons for its Preſervation. Lex orta eſt 
cum Mente Divind, Menti Humane impertita. Not to 
think Yourſelyes Happy then under ſuch an Eſtabliſhment, 


N.B. 


would be Infatuation and Stupidity to the Height; to Mur- 


mur and Repine, a Sin that might deſervedly proyoke 


God's Wrath and Vengeance upon a Diſſatisfied, Diſcon- 


tented, and an Ungrateful People. Having ended this fe- 
cond Point, and to your Satisfaction too (I hope,) I go 
on to the Third. 8 19 


3. HAvix e laid down already the Neceſſity of Laws, 
and that without them there could be no Order, no Peace, 
Safety, or Quiet amongſt Men, I am now naturally led by 
my own ptopoſed Method, to ſay briefly in Praiſe of 
our Engliſh Laws, (for neither Time, nor my own Abili- 
ties will permit me to give them their due Encomium; 
and beſides, having unintentionally broke into the Order 


of this Diſcourſe at the Cloſe of the laſt Article, I would 


willingly avoid as much as poſſible all vain Repetitions, 
3 | tho 


(28) 


tho Cicero himſelf, that famous Roman Orator, and others, 
are not without Tautologies in their Orations, or Plead- 
ings, which whether Imperfections or Graces in Him 
or Them, better Judges than I muſt determine 3) that they 
are the Beſt Framed, the Beſt Compacted Body of Laws 
now extant in the World. A Body. of Laws not only 
Wiſely and Juſtly calculated for the Good of Ourſelves 
and Fellow - Subjects, and admirably well adapted to ſup- 
port the Dignity, Authority and Grandeur of our Sove- 
reigns, guarding ſo well the Liberties of the One; and the 
Prerogative of the Other, that Nothing but Open Force 
and Violence can hurt Either ; but principally, and above 
all, Religiouſly intended for the Honour and Glory of 
God, and herewith, earum Laus exeat, let their Praiſe 
73 end. But (alas!) what do Laws avail, of what Signifi- 
cancy are they, (be they ever ſo Good and Excellent in 
themſelves, and it is beyond the Wit of Man to make 
better than Ours are) if they be not Executed? It is 
Equally the ſame thing to have None at all, to be whol- 
ly Lawleſs, as to let them lie Dead and Uſeleſs by. Non- 
Execution ; it is impoſſible the good Ends for which they 
were Inſtituted ſhould be anſwered, if Magiſtrates, and 
other Offices (whoſe Duty it is to Execute them) are ſupine, 
and negligent in that grand Point, (Execution, ) which is 
the Life and Eſſence of them. Foreigners (who greatly 
admire our Laws, and Envy us not a little upon their 
account,) are amazed that we ſhould thus flight and diſ- 
regard them Ourſelves, by ſtopping their Courſe and Mo- 
tion through an unaccountable Indolence and Careleſſ- 
neſs; for ſhame then let Us rouſe out of this Lethargy, 
let Us All in our ſeveral reſpective Stations, who are in- 


— 


73 Ar 1 to the Antiquiry of our Laws, I. ſhall only My the Reader 70 | 


my laſt Charge, (now in ea where He may. be fully luigi in 
this Paritcular. | 
yeſted 


(29) 
veſted with this Executive Power, exert ourſelves . Vigo- 
roufly in this Caſe, that the beſt Laws in the World may 


not loſe their proper Force and Efficacy, nor We the Be- 
nefit of them : Upon You (Gentlemen of the Grand- 
Jury ) lies more particularly this main Point of Execu- 
tion; You are the chief Inſtruments of the Law here; 


You are the Key to open and unlock the Buſineſs of this 


Court; You are to preſent not only what Offences ſhall | 


be given You in Charge, but all other You have any 
Knowledge of; You are to be very Watchful and Vigi- 
lant, (as Watchmen placed upon an High Tower to view 
around, and give Notice of approaching Dangers) and to 
let nothing eſcape your Inquiry that you are acquainted 


with, and that is worthy of it, and therefore Conſtables, 


and other Officers whom you know to fail in the Per- 


formance of their Duties, You are ſtrictly to hey for 


Execution is the Edge of the Law. 


I Cox now, Gentlemen !) to the Articles of your 


Inquiry, (the Charge itſelf,) which by this time you may 
Reaſonably (if not Impatiently) expect: I ſhall divide the 


Whole (as it has been my Method hitherto in a Work 


of this Nature) into three E Heads, Av ch 

4 orrxxers againſt God; 
2. OFFENCES againſt the King, and, web : 
35 OFFENCES againſt his People; Yi; + _ s 


And ſubdivide tele as Occaſion offers 3 Offences 


againſt the Divine Majeſty in the Front, upon a double 
Account. 


1. As 
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(39) | 


1. As they Naturally require it of themſelves, the Crea 
tor being tranſcendently above the Creature; his Laws: 
being the Foundations and Sources from which flows Obe - 
dience to the Magiſtrate, and there being no true Loyalty 
(in my Opinion) without a due Regard to thoſe. And, 


2 As our King has Religion (and there with the Ho- 

nout and Glory of God) ſo much at Heart above all other 
Things whatever, as appears by his Royal Proclamation 
againſt Immorality and Prophancneſs, which You juſt now 
heard read, and which He hath commanded Us to give in 
Charge. Tis our great Happineſs that we have a King 
on the Throne, —_— not only ſets an Example of Piety- 
and Goodneſs: to his People, but earneſtly; alſo recom -- 
mends the Practice of them to Others by all due Rewards 
and Incouragements, and takes care to check the Growth: 
of Impiety and Debauchery, by letting looſe the Laws 
with the utmoſt Severity againſt them. Lou will ſee, if 
You. peruſe the Proclamation, (and indecd I would have 
You take it along. with. You, and conſider: of it,) with 
what Picty, and true Zeal his Majeſty. there expreſſeth Him- 
ſelf, (vis. ) as that it is his Indiſpenſible Duty to be careful 
above all things to preſerve and advance the Honour and 
Service of Almighty God, and to diſcourage and ſuppreſs 
thoſe Vices which are ſo diſpleaſing to God, and a Reproach 
to our Religion and Government, and the like; and of 
Courſe it muſt be Ours, who act under his Authority: 
and as You are obliged by your Oath diligently to Inquire 
and truly Preſent all Matters and Things, to be given You 
in Charge, I hope You will have a ſevere Eye to all Kinds 
of: Prophaneneſs and Immorality, which His Majeſty has 
been * ſollicitous to ſuppreſs. | 


OFFENCES 


I" 1 — mn —- K 
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| OFFENCES againſt the Temporal Laws, made for the 
Maintenance of God's Honour, and the Support of Reli- 
gion, are, (vig.) 


1. BLASPHEMY and Prophaneneſs; 
2. DRUNKENNESS 3 


3. BAW DORT; and, 
4. OrrExcEs againſt the Eſtabliſhed Church.” 


1. BLASPHEMY (from the Greek MAH Tiv “nm, 
Lædere Famam,) is an Injury offer'd to God, by Attri- 
buting what doth not belong to Him, and by denying 
what doth belong to Him, and by attributing to the Crea- 
ture what is Properly and Solely the Creator's. This is 
an Offence at Common Law, and puniſhable by Fine 
and Impriſonment ; = Puniſhment by its particular Sta- 
tute (9 & 10 M. z. cap. 3 2.) is, for the firſt Offence, an 
Incapacity for any 0 ce; for the ſecond, a Diſability to 
ſue any Action, or to de Guardian, Executor, or Admu- 
niſtrator, or to take by any Legacy, Deed, or Gift; or to 
bear any Office, Civii or Military, or Benefice Eccleſiaſti- 
cal, for Ever; and alſo Impriſonment for three Years. 
All Penalties are to be diſcharged upon a Renunciation 
of Erroncous Opinions in open Court upon the firſt 
Offence. 


2. PROPHANENESS, (qu. procul à Fano) is a Diſre- 
ſpect paid to the Name of God, and to Things and Per- 
ſons confecrated to Him; or a Contemprnons Treating 
of any Thing in which God's Name or his Honour are 
concerned, This alſo is an Offence at — 
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and puniſhable as the Former; it is puniſhable likewiſe by 
Statutes. : This comprehepds, 


N 


1. REVILING the Sacrament of the Lord's- Supper; | 
2. TAKING God's Name in vain; 
3. BREACH of the Sabbath ; and, 
4. IDLE Curſing and Swearing. 


1. AGAINST the Firſt, 1 Edw.6. and 1 Elis. have 
provided Fine and . e 


1 TRA Second is provided againſt by 3 Fac. cab. 21. 
and thus expreſſed, (vis. ) If any Perſon ſhall in any Stage- 
Play, Interlude, or Shew, Jeſtingly or Prophanely uſe the 
Name of God, or of Jeſus Chriſt, or of the Holy Ghoſt, 
or of the Trinity, he ſhall forfeit ten Pounds, a Ta. 
to the King, the reſt to the Proſecutor. 


3. THE Breach of the Sabbath is forbidden by the 
Law of God, and puniſhed ſeverely by ſeveral Statutes. 
The Statute that is the moſt full of them all, and that 
makes the Conviction the moſt Eaſy, is 29 Car. 2. cap. 7. 
By this Statute, No Perſons whatever are to Exerciſe any 
worldly Labour, Buſineſs, or Work on the Lord's-Day, 
(except Works of Neceſlity and Charity,) but ſhall Exer- 
ciſe themſelves in Duties of Piety, Publickly and Privately, 
on pain of five Shillings, if the Offender is fourteen Years 


Old; and no Perſon is to Cry, or expoſe to Sale, any 


Goods whatever on this Day (except Milk, which may 


— — 
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a 7 I. > Cap. 1. 1 Jac. 1. c. 22. ſect. 28. x Car. 1. 
c. I, 3 Car. 1. c. 1,4. 55 | e 
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be ſold before nine in the Morning, and after four a· elock 
in the Aﬀtexnoon): ax Forfeiture of the ſame. 


No Drover, Horſe-Contfer, Wading We lm 
Higler, his Servant or Servants, is to Travel, or come to his 
Inn on this Day, on pain of Twenty Shillings ; View of 
one Juſtice, Confeſſion of the n or one Witneſs, 
to yo! the Conviction. N | 


N o Perſon is to Travel with any Boat or Barge on 
this Day, except upon an extraordinary Occaſion, with the 


Allowance of ſome Juſtice of Peace, &c. on pain of Five 


Shillings : In caſe of Pere. che * to be 1 in 
0 Stocks two une | 


Ir any Perſon; —— on Va Lord's- 1 225 27k 22 
bed, the Hundred ſhall not be N But Hue and 
_ nut be 5 


No Perſon on pike Lord « Day ſhall ſerve any V igel SY 
ceſs, except in Caſes of Treaſon, Felony, or Breach of 
the Peace; the Service of all ſuch Proceſſes ſhalt be void, 
and the Perſon ſerving the ſame ſhall anſwer 1 as 
if he had _ the Enn without rarer | 


N o Nation under — Levi * a 10 aid an 


OdQevitnbe: of the Sabbath as Ours, which may be ac- 


counted its peculiar Honour: and great Pity it is, that 


ſuch excellent Laws ſhould ves their Force for Want of 
a due an AK noi noovarl | 0704 40141147 bas 
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gur ſee 11 & 12 W. 3.6 c. 21. for the Allowance of 40 Waternien To 


fly on the Thames, &c. 9 An. c. 22. ſect. 20, for the Allowance of 


Hackney-Coachmen and abr: to 2 on e 1 the Bills f 
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4. Io LE Curſing and Swearing is forbid by the third 
Commandment, and is of all other Sins the moſt Inex- 
calable, becauſe the moſt Unaccountable. Tis a Sin 


that carries with it no Temptation of Pleaſure or Profit, 


wholly Vain and Fruitleſs; and there cannot be a greater 
Affront to God Almighty, than to invoke his Name on 
every trifling Occaſion. The Fews were forbid, on pain 
of Death, ſo much as to Pronounce the Tremendous 
Name of God (Jebovab;) nor. durſt the High-Pricſt Him- 
ſelf uſe it, but at the Feaſt of Expiation, once a Year, 
(as Joſephus informs Us.) The Turks in pronouncing that 
Venerable Name, put their Hands to their Foreheads, and 
in Reverence bow to the Divine . Majeſty; yea, fo ten- 
der are they in this Point, that if they find a Piece of 
Paper on the Ground, in which is writ the Name of God, 
they take it up, and lay it by carefully, leſt it ſhould be 
indecently applied. The Heathens never did, nor do now 
imprecate Damnation to Themſelves or Others, by the 
Name of the True or Falſe Gods, unleſs it be in ſome 
Parts on the Coaft of Africa, (as I have read,) here our 
Ships, in their Paſſage to the Indies, putting in for freſh 
Proviſions, our wicked Mariners infet them with this 
Vice. What a Shame and Scandal is it then to Us Chri- 
ſtians, who are forbid by our Saviour all manner of Oaths 


in our common Converſation, and permitted in our Aſ- 


ſeverations to gain Belief, only by a double Affirmative 
(Tea, Tea,) or a double Negative (Nay, Nay,) to damn 
Ourſelves and Others in a Morning faſting, in cool Blood, 
and without the leaſt Provocation ? Beſides, an Habit of 
.prophane Swearing, by degrees leſſens our Awe and Re- 
gard for Oaths on more ſolemn and neceſſary Occaſions, 


and leads Men inſenſibly into Wilful and Corrupt Perjury ; 
and when once We have loft all Reſpect for the Obliga- 
tion of Oaths, farewell all Courts of Judicature z We 


have 
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have no other Way to judge of Right or Wrong, Truth 
or Falſhood, nor any Security left us for our Lives and 
Properties, when the Reverence for that ſolemn Appeal 
to the Almighty God is quite extinguiſh'd in our Minds. 
The Statutes made againſt it, (21 Fac. 1. c. 20. & 6& 7W.3. 
c. 11. the laſt of which muſt be read by Parſons in the 
Church the next Sunday after every Quarter-Day, upon 
pain of 20 5. for every Omiſſion) have not yet wrought 
the intended Reformation. I would have a common 
Swearer be preſented and Indicted as a common Nuſance, 
(and the worſt of Nuſances I take him to be) which perhaps 
might be a more effectual Way to curb this Vice. 


PRESENT the Authors, Printers, and Publiſhers of 
Books and Pamphlets written againſt the Scriptures, or 
contra bonos Mores ; for theſe highly diſhonour God, and 
greatly prejudice all Revealed Religion (againſt which they 
. e therefore nothing ſo Infectious, ſo Poiſonous 
as theſe. | „ 


2. AMONG many other Immoralities which are too 
frequent with us, Drunkenneſs, for ſome confiderable time 
aſt, ſcems to have been the prevailing Vice of the Eng- 
iſb, and has juſtly rendered Us the Scorn and Reproach of 

all our Neighbours, who pretend to more Civility and 

Politeneſs of Manners. This Vice, in its own Nature, 

carries ſo much Brutality with it, is ſo notoriouſly con- 

trary to the Laws of God and Man, fo ſcandalous to the 

Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and ſo unworthy of 'a Ratio- 

nal Creature, that the bare naming it is Expoſing it to 

the Abhorrence of all good Men, and it needs not any 


. 13 Car. 2. c. 9. ſect. 2. All Perſons in the King's Pay at OO | 
Hall be puniſped for prophane Oats, &c. 65 6 Court- Martial 


think fit. 
ho 8 1 Aggra- 


os 
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Aggravation to make it blacker. The Law againſt Drun- 
kards is 4 Fac. 1. cap. 3. which makes the Penalty Five 
Shillings for the firſt Offence, andgon Conviction a ſe- 
cond time, the Party is is to be bound to his Good. Bets: 
viour for Six Months. 


3. B. AWD RY, tho ati by 15 e Eccleſiatical Law, 
is, as a common Nuſance, puniſhable alſo by the Com- 
mon-La upon. an Indictment, by Fine and Impriſonment z 
and thoſe who are vehemently ſuſpected to reſort to Bawdy- 
Houſes, may be bound to their Good-Behavioar, as well as 
Common Whoremongers and Common Whores. For 
Adultery and Fornication are Offences Temporal as well 
as Spiritual, being prejudicial to Mens Bodies and Eſtates, 
as Well as to their Souls, and highly deſtructive of the 


Publick Government. All open Lewaneg is indictable alſo 
at HOP AV. 


ALL theſe Vices (Gentlemen) which the Proclama- 
tion declares to be ſo diſpleaſing to God, and Reproach- 
ful to our Religion and Government, and which it directs 
to be ſuppreſſed, ſet your Faces againſt ; Conſider this is 
a Religious Concern, be therefore more than ordinary active 
in this Cauſe, and be aſſured you can't do God, your King, 
and Country, a better Piece of Service than to Endeavour 
what Foy, can to ccd Vice and Immorality. + 
1 „AL E. novszs are not an imptoper Article in "this 
Place; theſe Houſes were never intended to entertain 
looſe and idle People, to ſquander away their Time and 
| Money, by ſitting guzzling there many Hours, but for poor 


3 
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* 5&6 Ed. 6, ca x Jacere cap. 9. 21 51 v. Cap. 7. os x, 


* x Jac. 1. c. 9. 21 Jac. 1. c. 7. 1 5 5 3 Guia C. 3. 
People, 
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People, who are Labouting - Men, to refreſh themſelves 
after their Work, who cannot lay in Stocks of their own, 
and to entertain Travellers in their Paſſage on their law- 


ful Occaſions, . But (alas ) how are they degenerated . 


from ' their firſt Inſtitution } Moſt of them are now the 
very Neſts of all kinds of Lewdneſs and Debauchery ; 
here all the Offences before-mentioned are committed; 
hither poor Labourers, Servants, Apprentices, and Handy- 
crafts-· men reſort on Evenings, and here ſpend and loſe in 


Swill and at unlawful > Gaming at once, Nhat would keep 
their Families the Week following. When their Wives 


and Children come to call Home the Husband or Parent, 


they deny them, and often uſe them but ſcurvily. Here 


they get vicious Habits, and by degrees addict themſelves 
to all manner of Wickedneſs, and neglecting their Work; 

leave their Wives and Children a Burden to tlie Ni 
Inquire diligently after i Unlicenſed Ale-houſes, and thoſe 
that (tho Licenſed) perform not their Recognizances, by 


ſuffering the Diſorders and Irregularities e 


in their Houſes contrary yore there ate too m mit 5 


cenſed Ale-houſes (in my O inion) up and 15275 82000 


parts of this County by near-Half; I am A bitter 


to Ale-houſcs in general, eſpecially bad Ones, and always 


was, upon good Principles, and if I can't influence my 
Brethren-Juſtices to curtail the Number of them in n 
Angle, I am poſitively determined not- to add to it, 1 
charge You' ſtrialy then to bend all your Foree and M 


againſt ſach diſorderly * Houſes,” and to Preſeit * as 
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dy, &c. are to be licenſed 3 and no Licence to keep Inns or, Ale: houſes 


0 be granted but at à general Meeting Y the Fuſtices, 4 ing in the 
Diviſion 
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by your Oath You are bound) as publick Nuſanees, elſe : a 
Reformation can 80 on but now. 


4. orrzxers uk the Eablihed Church, ure, (vis) 

I. Nor Uſing the Publick Liturgy, or Ridiculing it; 
. Nor Receiving the Sacrament z 
„ AvszNcz, or Non-Conformity. | 


"—_ Acarnsr the firſt it is provided by 1 El cap. 2, 
that if any Parſon or other Miniſter whatſoever, &c. that 
ought to ſay the Common-Prayer, Cr. ſhall = to 
Uſe it in ſuch Church, or other Place where He ſhould uſe 
the ſame, or uſe any other Form, or ſpeak any thing in 
Derogation of the ſaid Book, or any thing therein con- 
tained, He ſhall forfeit for the firſt Offence one Year's 
Profit of all his Spiritual Promotions, and be ſix Months 
impriſoned, and for the ſecond Offcnce ſhall be an. d. 
Tee of the Eccleſiaſtical Court is ſaved. 


Ir any perſon ſhall in Plays, Songs, or other Open 
Words, (peak any thing in Derogation of the ſaid Book, 
or Procure or Let any Miniſter ſay the Common-Prayer 
1 55 y in another Form, He ſhall forfeit an hundred 


Marks "forche firſt Offence, and four hundred for the ſe- 
cond, &c. and for the third Offence he ſhall forfeit all 


his Goods and Chattels, and be Impriſon'd for Life. 


Diviſion where the ſaid Tan or Ale-houſd is to be N to be Bolden 
for that pur n 'y, or within 20 
45 R N 2 Sept. 1730. 


. * _ us 
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. As to the Second, by the 5065 flat... cap. t. Set. 
10 & 12. No Perſon ſhall be choſen to any Office of Magi= 

"tracy, Place of Truſt, or other Employment, relating to the 
Government of any City, a” races Borough, &c. who 
hall not have received the ent (according to the 
Rites of the Church of England) within one Year nent 
"before his Election. In Default thereof, every ſuch Elec- 
tion or Place to be void. Moreover, upon the like penal-. 
ty, every Perſon fo Elected and Placed, ſhall take the Oaths 
of Allegiance and Supremacy, at the fame time to be ad- 
miniſtred by the ſame Perſon, when the Oath for the due 
. of the ſaid Office ſhall be adminiſtred. 


Br „ e c 3 1 — the Declat⸗ R 
ration are repeated, and the Proſecution * be within 
hs months after the Election, Gr. 


Main by 25 Car. 2. Every One after his admittance i in- 
to any Office, Civil or Military, ſhall receive the Sacra- 
ment (according to the Uſage of the Church of England) 
within three months, as a Qualification for that Office, 

under the penalty of not only loſing that Office, but of 
five hundred „except the Perſons therein 
excepted? Now it having been queſtioned, whether the 
places of thoſe that have Juriſdiction being void, the Acts 
of one under ſuch Diſability whilſt he was in the Office 
may be valid! the forc-tecited AR of Geo. 1. (to remedy - 
the Inconveniencies that would follow if they were not 
valid, many innocent Perſons being liable to ſuffer) an- 
ſwers, that they ſhall be valid. 


a Oe 


12 Lex. Reports, 184, 242. res t 0 r 
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(48) 
3: As to the third Offence 2gainſtr Eſtabliſhed Church, 
2 is provided by 1 Ex. cap. 2. f very ve ſhall re- 


N ſort to his Pariſh Church, or Chapel, upon every Sunday. 


or Holy - day, or upon ſome reaſonable l tt, to ſome other 


Fariſh- Church, and then and there abide Orderly, and So- 


berly. ing the time of Common Prayer, Preaching, 


other Service, upon pain of Puniſhment by the Cenſures 
of the Church, and upon forfeiture of tw-ꝗelve· pence for 


every ſuch Offence : Here ſcem to be three Oltences in 


this Glaule, .. 


. 
ww” +4 * 


= 1 N e from Church. SZ ILL: 
2. Nor 3 there till Divine Servie and 1 Sermon 
are ended; and, b 


Nor Bakaving Themſelves Ordeny and | Soberl 
while there. 


na. 
H r chat miſſes anale and We ne is within 
this Statute; for it ought to be an intire DJs and an in- 


tire Service T. 7-2 . ; ; He 


De 22 Es. cap.1. Berry perſon above. the age * 3 
teen years, not repairing to Church according to the for- 
mer Act, ſhall forfeit twenty pounds, upon Conviction, to 
the King, for every month they ſo/ make Default. This 
act is conſiſtent with the former, and the forfeiture of 
twelve-pence and twenty pounds may well ſtand together, 
tho the laſt is to * King, ad be asbet to ae, 
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By 3 Jac. 1. cap. 4. He that ſhall retain or keep in his 


Houſe any Perſon (except his Father, Mother, Ward, or 
Priſoner) who ſhall not go to ſome Church, &c. ſhall, for 
every month that he ſhall keep ſuch Perſon, forfeit ten 
pounds. But as to Proteſtant Diſſenters from the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, 1 . & M. cap. 18. (commonly called the 

Act of Toleration) hath repealed the 23 and 29 Ez. and 
that Clauſe of 1 E/zz. whereby all Perſons are required 
to reſort to their Pariſh-Church, or ſome uſual Place of 
Common Prayer, &c. by which Statute alſo, ; Fac. I. c. 4, 
& 5. and all other Statutes made againſt Papiſts (except 
25 Car. 2. cap. 2. 30 Car. 2. cap. 1.) are declared not to 
extend to any Perſon Diſſenting from the Church of Eng- 
land, either Teachers or Hearers, who ſhall take the Oaths, 
c. and qualify themſelves as that Act directs. So that 
(Gentlemen !) as You are to preſent Church-Defaulters, fo 
particularſy thoſe who ſtay at home on the Lord's-Day, and 
reſort neither to Church nor to any Proteſtant Aſſembly of 


Religious Worſhip, tolerated by Law ; for if they reſort 
to either, they are not Preſentable. 


By 12 & 13 W. z. cap. 2. Whoſoever ſhall come to the 
Crown of England, ſhall join in Communion with the 
Church of England. 


By 5 An. cap-8. the 13 Eliz. cap. 12. For the Mini- 
ſters of the Church of England to be of ſound Religion, 
the 13 & 14 Car. 2. cap. 4. for the Uniformity of Publick 

Prayers, &c. (other than ſuch Clauſes as have been repeal- 

ed) and all other Statutes for the Preſeryation of the Church 

of England are made Perpetual, and to be in Force for 

Ever. And every King and Queen hereafter, at their Co- 

ronation, ſhall take and ſubſcribe an Oath to preſerve the 

Settlement of the Church of England, and the Doctrine, 


G Diſ- 


N. B. 


* 


() 
Diſcipline, and Government thereof, within the Kingdoms 
of England and Ireland, and the Territories thereto be- 
longing : And this Act ſhall be held a Fundamental and 


Eſſential Part of the Union betwixt the two Kingdoms of 
England and Scotland. 


Bx the aforeſaid Act of Toleration , It is . 
that if any Perſon or Perſons at any time or times do and 
{hall Willingly and of Purpoſe, Maliciouſly or Con- 
temptuouſly come into any Cathedral or Pariſh-Church, 
Chapel, or other Congregation permitted by this Act, and 
Diſquiet or Diſturb the ſame, or miſuſe any Preacher or 
Teacher; ſuch Perſon or Perſons, upon Proof thereof be- 
fore any Juſtice of Peace, by two or more ſufficient Wit- 
neſſes, ſhall find two Sureties to be bound by Recognizance 
in the Penal Sum of fifty Pounds, and in default thereof 
ſhall be committed to Priſon, there to remain till the next 
Quarter-Seſſions; and upon Conviction of the ſaid Offence 


there, ſhall ſuffer the Pain and Penalty of twenty RO 
to the Uſe of the King, &c. 


2. AFTER the Service We owe to Almighty God, 
(with which nothing ought to come in Competition,) the 
next Duty We owe is to our King; for whoſe Preſeryation 
I muſt recommend to Your Inquiries High-Treaſon, and the 
ſeveral Parts of it, and Miſpriſion of Treaſon. At Com- 
mon Law it was doubtful what was Treaſon, till 25 Ed. 3. 
(cap. 2.) which Statute reduced the ſeveral Kinds of High- 
Tron to a Certainty,; and 1 Mar. /zfſ. 1. cap. 1. con- 
— firmed them. They may be brought under four Heads 


I. Wa az relates to the King and his Royal Family ; 


* 


_ -* Set. I8. 
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(3 
2. To his Officers, in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
3. To his Seal; 9 00 
4. To his Coin. 


- 


1. As to the firſt, (To Compaſs or Imagine the Death 
of the King, Queen, or Prince, &c.) their Perſons have 
been always held ſacred by our Laws, and all Attempts upon 
their Lives, or to raiſe Rebellions, or Levy War againſt 
them, yea, the bare Intention of doing it, if manifeſted 
by any Overt- Act, is High-Treaſon, and puniſhed with 
Death, and Forfeiture of Eſtate, This has the neareſt Re- 
ſemblance to the Divine Law of any of our Laws, be- 
cauſe That puniſheth even the ill Thoughts, the ill Inten- 
tions of the Heart, which is the Source of all our Actions, 
and God (Omniſcient) ſees them as plain there, as We do 
when they break out into any Overt-Act: This is but the 
Inſtrument of diſcovering to Man's ſhallow Capacity the 
Wickedneſs of the Heart, but in the Thought or Inten- 
tion of the Heart, there lies the Sin to contrive the Death 
of the King. The King is the Life and Soul of the King- 
dom, We cannot therefore be too careful for the Preſer- 
vation of his Royal Perſon, and He who is now upon the 
Throne being the Beſt of Kings, (deſiring, as he expreſſed 
Himſelf to his Parlitment, in a moſt gracious Speech at 
the Opening of this Seſſion, that the Affections of his 
People may be the Strength of his Goyernment, as their 
Intereſt has always been the Rule of his Actions, and the 
Object of his an; deſerves our utmoſt Care. 


pe EI _ 


» At the very Cloſe. 
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Tux Overt-Acts that manifeſt the Compaſſing or Ima- 
gining the Death of the King, are, (vis.) 


1. DE CLARING Openly a Deſign to Depoſe or Im- 
priſon the King, is an Overt-A& to manifeſt a Compaſſing 
of his Death. 333 


Cons IR ING the Death of the King, and providing 
Arms to Effect it; or ſending Letters to ſecond (or back) 
it; aſſembling People to take the King into their Power, 
writing Letters to a foreign Prince, inviting to an Invaſion. 


Worps put into Writing, and Publiſhed, are an Open 


Deed by this Statute of Compaſſing; but bare Words are not. 


2. To Levy War againſt the King, (is a ſecond Species 
of High-Treaſon, belonging to this firſt Head ) which 
may be, not only by Rebelling and Taking up Arms to 
Dethrone the King, but to Reform Religion, or the Laws; 


In ſhort, to do any thing for publick Reformation is an 


Invaſion on the King's Authority, and a Levying War, 
the Deſign being General; thoſe that join with them alſo 
are guilty, tho they know not their Intent: but to raiſe 
a Force to pull down a particular Incloſure, is only a 
Riot. If a War is levied, the Conſpirators are all Trai- 
tors, tho All are not actually in Arms. Thoſe that join 
themſelves to Rebels, c. for fear of Death, and return 


at the firſt Opportunity, are not guilty of Treaſon. 


ADHERING to the King's Enemies is a third Species 
of High- Treaſon under this firſt Head, which the Statute 
itſelf explains thus, (vzz.) A giving them Aid, within the 
Land or without. But to explain the Word Adhering 
more fully ; The Writing and Sending the Secrets 2 

Ling 


: oo 
King to the En@ny, tho Delivery be not proved, if put 
into the Poſt-Office to be ſent beyond Sea, is adjudged 
an Adhering to the King's Enemies. Surrendring. the 
King's Caſtle or Fortreſs for a Reward to an Enemy, is 
likewiſe an Adhering; and a Subject, becoming a Rebel, 
is an Enemy ; but the ſuccouring Him out of the Realm is 
not an Adhering within this Clauſe... 


Haves a Care alſo of the Lives of the reſt of the Royal 
Family, from whom we have great Expectations in time to 
come of Joy and Happineſs to this Nation. 


THERE are ſome other Species of High-Treaſon (relating 
to the Royal Family) included in the ſaid Statutes ; but as 
they are far enough off from your Inquiries, I need not par- 
ticularize. them, and therefore I ſhall go on to the three 
other Heads before-mentioned, which are High Treaſon. 
by Interpretation only. 95 


2. To Kill the Chancellor, Treaſurer, Juſtices of either 
Bench, Juſtices in Eyre or of Aſſize, or other Juſtices aſ- 
ſigned to Hear and Determine, being in their Places, do- 
ing their Offices, is High-Treaſon by this Statute. By 
3. H. 7. cap. 14. Compaſſing to Kill a Privy-Counſellor 
is Felony ; and the 9 An. cap. 16. makes it Felony with- 
out Clergy, unlawfully to attempt to Kill, or to aſſault 
and ſtrike, or wound a Privy-Counſellor, doing his Office. 


3. ACTUALLY to Counterfeit the Great or Privy- 
Seal, is High-Treaſon alſo by this Statute, and thoſe who 
aid and conſent to the Counterfeiting, are equally guilty. 
This Statute mentjons only the Great and Privy-Seal ; ſo 
that the Counterfeiting the Sign- Manual, or Privy-Signet, 
is not Treaſon within this Act; but it is made High Trea- 
ſon in both Caſes by 1 M. e. 2. cap. 6. 
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(46) 
4. Tux fourth and laſt Kind of Treaſon by this Sta- 
tute relates to the Coin, the Counterfeiting of which was 


Treaſon at Common-Law ; ſo that this Statute, as to This 


and ſome other Points, is but Affirmative of That. 


THERE wants nothing to make this Statute of 25 Ed. ;. 
Perfect, but a Limitation of lome certain Time wherein 
the Offender ſhall be accuſed ; which Defect is ſupplied by 
7W.3. cap. 3. by which Statute, no Perſon is to be in- 
dicted for Treaſon, unleſs within three Years after the 
Offence, nor Proſecuted for the ſame, unleſs Indicted 


Within the ſaid Time, (except Perſons Deſigning, Endea- 


vouring, or Attempting any Aſſaſſination on the Body of 
the King, by Poiſon, or otherwiſe, who may be proſecu- 


ted at any time, notwithſtanding the aforeſaid Limitation.) 


As to Trials of High-Treaſon, there muſt be two Wit- 
neſſes to an Indictment of this Offence, i. e. to the ſame 
Overt-Act laid in the Indictment, or One to one Overt- 


Act, and another to another Overt-Act of the ſame Species 


of Treaſon ; for where there are two Species of Treaſon 
laid in an Inditment, one Witneſs to one Overt-Act, and 
another Witneſs to another Overt-Act of a different Species 
of Treaſon, ſhall not be taken for two Witneſſes within the 
Statute. All other Statutes made betwixt 25 Ed. 3. and 


1 Mar. concerning High Treaſon, are abrogated ; but ſince 


the laſt, many Offences have been made High Treaſon, 
which were not ſo before; and they relate to 


1. THE Coin, 
2. POPERY, 
3. THE Proteſtant Succeſſion, and . 


4. SOLDIERS. 


1. As to the can, 


By 1 Mar. 2. Jeff. 2. cap. 6. a N ws. 2 
feiting Money, made current by the King's Proclamation, 
is s High Treaſon. 


BY 1 & 2 Ph. & M. cap. 1. To bring into this Realm 
Money counterfcited, according to the Similitude of F oreign 
Coin, current here, to the intent to anne * „ 
is High Treaſon: | 


By 5 Eliz. cap. 11. To Waſh, Clip, Round, or Flle 3 
and, By 18 Eliz. cap. 1. To Impair, Diminiſh, Fal ſify, 
Scale, or DIR ſuch Money, is High-Treaſon. _ 


As to Mill-Money, to Make, or Aſſiſt in Making Pun- 
cheons, Edgers, or other Tools for the Coining of 
Milled-Money, is, by 8 & 9 V. 5. cap. 26. en | 
Ties much for the Coin. 


2. As to Popery, By 5 Elis. cap. 1. To maintain the 
Authority of the Biſhop: of Rome, by Writing or Print- 
ing, in the King's Dominions, is, for the firſt Offence, a 
Przmunire ; for the ſecond, (a Conviction being had * 
the firſt) if by Words only, High Treaſon. | 1 


By 13 Eli. cap. 2. To bring i in Bulls fam; Rowe, or r put 
them in Execution, is High-Treaſon ; and to bring in Ag- 
mus Dei s, Beads, Croſſes, Pictures, and ſuch like vain, 
fooliſh, ſupcrſtiious Triokets, a Præmunite. 


By 23 Eliz. c cap. 1. To Abſolve Subjects Faches choir O- 
bedience to his Majeſty, and Reconcile them to o_ Obe- 
dicnce of Rome, is Treaſon in *. 
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(48 ); 


B y 27 Eli. cap. 2. A Popiſh Prieſt, that is a Native of 
the King's Dominions, coming into this Realm, and not 


ſubmitting himſelf to His Majeſty, by taking the Oaths 


appointed, within two days after his Arrival, is guilty of 
High Treaſon. By this Statute alſo, it is Felony, without 
Clergy, to e, Rerain, or Maintain them Know- 
K's 5 | 


As to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, By 1 An. cap. 17. 


Px 3- To Endeavour Adviſedly, or Direaly to hinder 


any Perſon next in Succeſſion to the Crown (according 
to the Limitation of 1 & 2 V. & M. Seſſ. 2. cap. 2. & 12 
NV. x. 7 th 2.) is High-Treaſon. Maliciouſly or Directlyto 
affirm the 


ſame, by Preaching or adviſed rg is 2 
Præmunire. 


By 13 72 3. cap. 3. To Correſpond or Keep Incelligence 
with the Pretender, or Knowingly with any Perſon em- 
ployed by Him, or to pay Money to his On is High- - 
Treaſon. 


By 4 An. cap. 8. & 6 An. cap. 7. To maintain that 
and Parliament can't bind the Deſcent of the Crown; or 
by Writing or Printing, to maintain that the Pretender 
hath Right to the Crown, is High-Treaſon, and if by 


Words, a Premunire. 


. As to Soldiers; By 10 An. cap. 10. any Officer, or 
Soldier, correſponding with a Rebel or Enemy, upon 


Land, out of Great Britain, or at Sea, is guilty of High- 
Wee. ; : 


By 12 Ay. Seſ. 2. cap. 11. If any Subject of the Crown 


of Great Britain, ſhall, within the Kingdom, or FR 


(49) 
or without the Kingdom, liſt Himſelf, or procure any Sub- 
ject to do fo, with intent to go beyond Sea to ferve any 
Foreign Prince, State, &c. as a Soldier, without Licence, 
He ſhall be guilty of „ This * _ CO 
Treaſon. 18 29 1 v1 


"You 1 60 Inquire alſo of Miſpriſion of Treaſon, i. e. 
a a Knowledge: and Concealment of Treaſon, and not Diſ- 
covering it; but if there be a Concurrence of Knowledge 
and Conſent, it is High-Treaſon: As when One receives 
and comforts a Traitor Knowingly, let Him be à Coun- 
terfeiter of Coins, or under any other Species of High- 
Treaſon, ſuch an One is a Principal; for there are no Ac- 
ceſſaries in _— e n 3 ape be 9 1 um are 


Principals.” | | 1 off H 


By 14 Elie. cap. 3. To Cpantelſeir any * Coin 
of Gold or Silver, which is not permitted to be current 
in this Kinigdens, 4s en of Freafonr 52 K 999 

1 

Tu third and la general Head of my Chidge conſiſts. 
of Offences againſt the King's People ; and 1 ou arc 
to inquire of 155 We 


- Pgr1T-TREASON, which is, (u) . Di ot of 
Malice taketh away the Life of a Subject, to whom He 
owes a Special Obedience; and it is called Petit - Treaſon 
in reſpect to High- Treaſon, which is againſt the King. It 
is Petit Treaſon then by 25 Ed. 3. for a Servant to Kill 
his Maſter, or a Wife her Husband : It is the ſame alſo, 
if a Servant Kills his Miſtreſs, who is a Singte-Woman, or 
the Wife of his Maſter, for the is his Maſter within the 
Letter of the Statute. If a peg upon Malice taken 


—_— * — 3 n Lads — kd „ — — „ 
- 


| * a1 Rep. 34. 3 Inſt. „nv 


during 


(6) 
during his Service, Kills his Maſter afterwards, tis petit- 
Treaſon; but if ar Child Kills his Father or Mother, he 
is out of this Statute, unleſs the Child ſerv'd his Father or 


Mother for Wages, in which Caſe he ſhall be indicted by 
the name of a Servant*. 


.. You are to' preſent all theſe 8 (vi x.) Murder, 
Burglaries, Robberies, Rapes, Burning of Houſes, Barns 
full or empty, Sodomites, and all other Sorts of Felo- 
nies, and all Acceſſaries to theſe Offences, both before and 
after; but whoever are Preſent and Abetting, are Princi- 
pals. If Two or More come to do an Unlawful Act, and 
are Preſent at a Felony committed, they are all All Prin- 
cipals in Law, tho but One of them committeth the Fact. 
He who puts Poyſon into a Thing to Poyſon another, and 


goes away and leaves it, and it is taken in his Abſence, 
the Law makes Him a Principal. 


Acckss ARI ES before the Fact, are thoſe who Com- 


mand or Adviſe it to be done, and accordingly it is done 
in their abſence. 


323 after the Fact, are thoſe who know 
a Felony to be committed, and do not only not diſcover 
it, (Which is only a Miſpriſion) but conceal and help the | 
Elon to make his Eſcapes or otherwiſe aſſiſt him. 


B Y 5 An. cap. 31. UG; any Perſon ſhall Receive or Buy 
ſtolen Goods knowingly, or ſhall Harbour or Conceal a 
Felon, knowing him to be ſuch, ſhall be adjudged an Ac- ' 
ceſſary to the Fact, and die for it as a Felon. 


nt 
r 


% _ = — 


f 3 Taft. 20. H. P. C. 24. | 
* Aiders, Abetters, and Procurers, are within this AF; but if the 
Killing is uten a ſudden falling out, or ſe defendendo, it is not 
Petit-Treaſon, Cromp. 19, 20. H. P. C. 24. 


By 


| 


By 1 An. Seſſ. 2. cap. 9. SefF. 1. tho the Acceſſaries are 
not to be Tried till the Principal is convicted, &c. yet 
all Receivers of Stolen Goods, knowing them to be ſo, 
may be proſecuted for a ä before the Prin- 
cipal is convicted. 


Lov are to preſent all thoſe who ſpeak ill Words of 

the King, his Miniſtry, or his Magiſtrates; and the Au- 

thors, Printers and Publiſhers of ſeditious Libels 1 0 
- the Government, or any Noble or Great Man. 


PRESEN T Forcible Entries * Detainers, Unlawful 
Aſſemblies, Routs, and Riots, and other IE" of the 
Peace. 


PRESENT all publick Nuſances, ſuch as publick Bridges, 
and Highways out of Repair, and Ditches unſcoured; not 
— . common werter, and diſorderly Alc-houſes. 


Pazezur Offences againſt Publick Juſtice, fach as \ 
Perjury, Subornation of Perjury, Forgery, Bribery, Extor- 
tion of the Clerk of the Market, Under-Sheriff, Bailiffs, 
Coroners, and Goalers, and the Negligence of Conſtables 
and other Officers intruſted with a particular Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice, as I hinted to you before. 


PRESENT Foreſtallers, Regrators, and Ingroſſers (who 
inhaunce the Price of Victuals) all Deceits and Couſenages 
(wherein falſe Weights and Meaſures may properly be 
included ; this is a Crying Sin, and a Scandal to a Chri- 
ſtian Nation) Deſtroyers of the Game, and all Offences _ 
of the like nature, prejudicial to publick Trade; in ſhort, 
you arc to preſent Offences from the Higheſt to the Low- 
eſt, from Treaſon to Treſpaſs. 

I TUS 


8 


l 


THUS, Gentlemen ) I have * before vou tle No- 


viſion made by Common and Statute- Law againſt almoſt 


all manner of Iniquity. No Nation in the World -carties 
ſuch a Reputation far Laws as Ours does, and tho every Seſ- 
ſion of Parliament produceth new Ones as Emergent Evils 
ariſe, yet I am not clear-ſighted enough to diſcern that we are 
cer a whit the better for them. No other Reaſon can be 


aſſigned for this, but that theſe Laws are not duly execu- 


ted: If You (Gentlemen of the Grand Jury) would in- 
duſtriouſly Preſent all the Enormities You know of, and 


the juſtices of Peace throughout the Kingdom, would ex- 
ecute ſpeedy Juſtice againſt all ſuch Offenders, and ſet a 


good Example themſelves, the Tables would ſoon be turned, 
an Amendment and Reformation would ſoon appear, and 
Heaven would pour down its Bleſſings upon us in abun- 
dance, which unleſs We pay God the Honour due to him, 
We Xen never expect. So now (Gentlemen!) I diſmiſs 
- Yau to your Buſineſs, as Underſtanding and Conſcientious 
Men, not en You with a longer Exhortation. | 
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